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Silver Spring’s Robinson

Wins Birthday Marathon

v By Colman McCarthy

Washite 100 Post Staff Wrnitoer
Having run a 2:20 marathon only
_three weeks ago in Bermuda. Bruce
. Robinson, 29, of the Washington Run-
_ning Club, needed an extra induce-
. ment to win vesterdayv’s George Wash-
. ington’s Birthday Marathon. His two
fellow owners of a running store gave
"it to him: Come in first, they said,
and we won't count it as a vacation
day.

Running in what he called a “nice
and easv pace” over the hilly and
nobby three-loop course in freez-
ing weather at the National Agricul-
tural Research Center, Robinson fin-
inished in 2:26.22. It was his second
marathon victory since he became a
distance man in 1973. That year he
ran this course in 3:39.

For most of the race, Robinson ran
step for step with Terry Baker. a Hag-
erstown. Md., runner who was an all-
America cross country runner at Au-
burn University.

In the last two miles, Robinson
pulled away.

“MWy face was getting so cold. ! just
wanted to get it over with,” he said in
the warm cabin at the finish line
where other runners, some defrosting
their beards. congratulated him.

Among the women, Sue Crowe. 24,
of Alexandria charged in with a 3:06.52.
The biting wind, which only a herd of
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Devonshire hogs along the course
didn't mind. gave the 100-pound
Crowe trouble.

“And they tell me that this vear we
had good weather,” she said laughing.
“On the third loop, the hills become
really tough in ways that aren’t so
bad in the first two loops.”

Mike Sabino, a Baltimore physical
education teacher, finished first
among the 40-and-over competitors.
Coming in with a 2:34.46, Sabino, who
weighs 118 pounds, also had trouble
with the gusting wind.

“There’s no question about it, it's
tough to run a good time on this
course.” he said. “I’ve run here for
the past 10 years, and we've had only
one good day weatherwise.”

The Beltsville marathon, sponsored
by the District of Columbia Road Run-
ners Club and staged by Larry Noel
and Michael Horsey of the Phidip-
pides Running Center in Rockville, is
one of the oldest distance races in the
country. Because of the hills and the
odds-on tough weather, Beltsville has
a reput#tion for attracting only the
hearty. Of a field of 330, 225 finished.

Robinson, an affable fellow who
picked up his daughter, Courtney, as
soon as he dashed over the finish line,
has qualified for the Olympic trials in
Buffalo in May. If they are held, he
may forego the Boston Marathon a
month earlier.

“It would be hard to go all out in
both,” he said, dandling Courtney on
his knee as the youngster gaped at the
robust finishers who by now were pil-
ing into the cabin in large numbers.

TOP FINISHERS

1, Bruce Robinson, Silver Spring, 2:26.22; 2, Terry
Baker, Hagerstown, Md., 2:27.39; 3, Robtert 3tack,
Rockvitie, 2:33.02; 4, Jack Coffey, Alezandria,
2:33.15 5, Fina Pincus, Danville, Va., 2:3.45: 6,
8arry Bayus. Beltsville, 2:34.15; 7, Mike Sabino,
Baltimore, 2:34.46; B, Fre¢ Steier, Philadeiphia,
2:37.28: 9, Danny Kyle, Troutville, 2:38.23; 10, David
Crowe, Ariington, 2:39.01.

11, Dennis Jer, Washington, 2:39.23; 12, Edwin
Geisendaffer. Fallston, 2:40.33; 13, Bitl Lawder,
Hopewell, N.J., 2:42.32; 14, Robert Harper, Wash-
ington, 2:43.15; 15, Mark Koziel, Annapoiis, 2:43.47;
16, Herb Chisbold, Alexandria, 2:44.34; 17, James
Nugent, Piscataway, N.J., 144,05 13, Bevnard
Neiderer, Hanover, Pa., 2:44.15; 19, Harry Piotrow-
ski, Jarretisville, Md., 2:44.29; 20, Paul Crego,
Baldwinsville, N.Y., 2:44.47.

TOP WOMEN FINISHERS

1, Sue Crowe, Alexandria, Alexandria, 3:06.52;
2, Lavra Dewald, Arlington, Arlington, 3:14.41; 3,
Stephanie Flynn, Falls Church, 3:16.44; 4, Sanara
wiemann, Silver Spring, 3:23.27; 5, Anna Mae Diehl,
Baltimore, 3:26.34; 6, Patty Deuster, Adelphi,
3:28.08; 7, Janet Grenda, Stone Ridge, N.Y., 3:28.47;
8. Ruth Drengwitz, Silver Spring, 3:29.12; '9, Cindy
Stetfen, Lynchburg, Va., 4:02.03; 10, Lynda Buttner,
Laurel, 4:04.32.

MEN OVER 4

1, Michael Sabino, Baltimore, 2:34.45; 2, Herb
Chisholm, Alexandria, 2:44.04; 3, Harry Plotrowski
Jarrettsvitle, Md.. 2:44.29; 4, Ken Baker, Ariington,
2:53.58; 5, Bailey St. Clair, Lutherville, Md., 2:56.5);
6, Wililam Schwarty, Glen Arm, Md., 2:58..2; 7,
Peter Bourne., Wwashington, 2:59.07; 8, Bernie Davis,
Lynchburg, Vo 2:59.18; ¢, John Wiseburn, Wash-
ington, N.J.. :07.23; 10, Gerry Kramer, Werners-
vilie, Pa., 3:08.03.
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_ Bruce Robinson wins the George Washington Birthday Marathon in 2 hours 26 minutes 22 seconds.
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